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Legal Disclaimer
Advocates for Service Animal Partners provides this material for informational purposes only. Material contained here is not legal advice. If you need legal advice, please contact an attorney licensed to practice law in your state.
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[bookmark: _Hlk125189968]SUMMARY
	The following statutes comprise New Jersey’s pertinent service animal laws. These statutes provide civil penalties for discriminating against a disabled individual accompanied by a service animal in public services, private companies providing public accommodations, and housing accommodations. These	 laws also provide graduated criminal penalties for interfering with, injuring, or killing a service animal. It is also illegal to misrepresent an untrained animal as a service animal. 

8. Domesticated Animals in Housing Projects.
[bookmark: s109]2A:42-109. Handicapped persons
Nothing in this act shall impair the rights of a person with disabilities to own, harbor or care for a domesticated animal, including guide dogs and service dogs, in accordance with the "Law Against Discrimination," P.L.1945, c. 169 (C.10:5-1 et seq.).
CREDIT(S)
L.1990, c. 55, § 7, eff. Nov. 1, 1990. Amended by L.2003, c. 180, § 1. 



10:5-29. Handicapped, blind or deaf person; accompaniment by service or guide dog; use of public facilities; liabilities
Any person with a disability accompanied by a service or guide dog trained by a recognized training agency or school is entitled, with his dog, to the full and equal enjoyment, advantages, facilities and privileges of all public facilities, subject only to the following conditions:
a. A person with a disability, if accompanied by a service or guide dog, shall keep such dog in his immediate custody at all times;
b. A person with a disability accompanied by a service or guide dog shall not be charged any extra fee or payment for admission to or use of any public facility;
c. A person with a disability who has a service or guide dog in his possession shall be liable for any damages done to the premises of a public facility by such dog.
d. (Deleted by amendment; P.L.1981, c. 391.)
CREDIT(S)
L.1971, c. 130, § 1, eff. May 6, 1971. Amended by L.1977, c. 456, § 2, eff. March 2, 1978; L.1980, c. 46, § 5, eff. June 26, 1980; L.1981, c. 391, § 1,


10:5-29.1. Handicapped, blind or deaf persons; unlawful employment practice
Unless it can be clearly shown that a person's disability would prevent such person from performing a particular job, it is an unlawful employment practice to deny to an otherwise qualified person with a disability the opportunity to obtain or maintain employment, or to advance in position in his job, solely because such person is a person with a disability or because such person is accompanied by a service or guide dog.
CREDIT(S)
L.1977, c. 456, § 3, eff. March 2, 1978. Amended by L.1980, c. 46, § 6, eff. June 26, 1980; L.1983, c. 485, § 5, eff. Jan. 17, 1984; L.2003, c. 180, §


10:5-29.2. Housing accommodations
A person with a disability is entitled to rent, lease or purchase, as other members of the general public, all housing accommodations offered for rent, lease, or compensation in this State, subject to the rights, conditions and limitations established by law. Nothing in this section shall require any person renting, leasing or providing for compensation real property, to modify such property in any way to provide a higher degree of care for a person with a disability than for any other person. A person with a disability who has a service or guide dog, or who obtains a service or guide dog, or who retains their former service or guide dog as a pet after its retirement from service, shall be entitled to full and equal access to all housing accommodations and shall not be required to pay extra compensation for such service or guide dog or retired pet, but shall be liable for any damages done to the premises by such dog. Any provision in any lease or rental agreement prohibiting maintenance of a pet or pets on or in the premises shall not be applicable to a working service or guide dog, or a retired service or guide dog, owned by a tenant who is a person with a disability.
CREDITS
L.1977, c. 456, § 4, eff. March 2, 1978. Amended by L.1980, c. 46, § 7, eff. June 26, 1980; L.1983, c. 485, § 6, eff. Jan. 17, 1984; L.2003, c. 180, §


10:5-29.3. Service or guide dog trainer; access to public facilities; responsibilities
A service or guide dog trainer, while engaged in the actual training process and activities of service dogs or guide dogs, shall have the same rights and privileges with respect to access to public facilities, and the same responsibilities as are applicable to a person with a disability.
CREDIT(S)
L.1977, c. 456, § 5, eff. March 2, 1978. Amended by L.1980, c. 46, § 8, eff. June 26, 1980; L.1983, c. 485, § 7, eff. Jan. 17, 1984; L.2003, c. 180, §


10:5-29.4. Blind person accompanied by guide dog; right-of-way crossing highway or intersection
A person with a disability accompanied by a guide dog, or a guide dog instructor engaged in instructing a guide dog, shall have the right-of-way over vehicles while crossing a highway or any intersection thereof, as provided in section 1 of P.L.1939, c. 274 (C.39:4-37.1).
CREDIT(S)
L.1977, c. 456, § 6, eff. March 2, 1978. Amended by L.1999, c. 264, § 1, eff. Oct. 26, 1999; L.2003, c. 180, § 22, eff. Jan. 1, 2004.


10:5-29.5. Violations of act, misrepresentation of guide dog or intentional interference with rights of disabled person accompanied by guide or service dog; fine

Any person who violates the provisions of P.L.1977, c. 456 in a manner not otherwise prohibited by P.L.1945, c. 169 (C.10:5-1 et seq.), or who fits a dog with a harness of the type commonly used by blind persons in order to represent that such dog is a guide dog when training of the type that guide dogs normally receive has not in fact, been provided, or who otherwise intentionally interferes with the rights of a person with a disability, who is accompanied by a guide or service dog, or the function or the ability to function of a guide or service dog, shall be fined not less than $100 and not more than $500.

CREDIT(S)

L.1977, c. 456, § 7, eff. March 2, 1978. Amended by L.2005, c. 258, § 1, eff. March 5, 2006.


10:5-29.6. Rights, privileges, conditions and restrictions of blind persons with “seeing eye” dog; application to handicapped or deaf persons with “service dogs” or “hearing ear” dogs

Whenever the law accords rights and privileges to or imposes conditions and restrictions upon blind persons with respect to their use of dogs to countervail their disability, and known and described as “seeing eye” dogs, those rights, privileges, conditions and restrictions shall also apply to persons with disabilities with respect to their use of dogs to countervail their disability, and known and described as either “service dogs” or “hearing ear” dogs.

CREDIT(S)

L.1980, c. 46, § 9, eff. June 26, 1980. Amended by L.1983, c. 485, § 8, eff. Jan. 17, 1984; L.2003, c. 180, § 23, eff. Jan. 1, 2004.


10:5-29.11. Service or guide dog accompanying person with disability; civil penalty for interfering with or denying access to public facility; filing of complaint or action by aggrieved party; public awareness campaign

a. Any person who interferes with or denies the access of a person with a disability accompanied by a service or guide dog to any public facility in violation of section 1 of P.L.1971, c. 130 (C.10:5-29) shall, in addition to any other relief or affirmative action provided by law, be liable to a civil penalty of not less than:
 
(1) $250 for the first violation;
 
(2) $500 for the second violation; and
 
(3) $1,000 for the third and each subsequent violation.

b. The penalty shall be collected pursuant to the “Penalty Enforcement Law of 1999,” P.L.1999, c. 274 (C.2A:58-10 et seq.), in a summary proceeding before the municipal court having jurisdiction. A law enforcement officer having enforcement authority in that municipality shall issue a summons for a violation of the provisions of subsection a. of this section, and shall serve and execute all process with respect to the enforcement of this section consistent with the Rules of Court.
 
The issuance of a summons pursuant to this subsection shall not prohibit an aggrieved party from filing a complaint or action with the Division on Civil Rights or in the Superior Court of New Jersey alleging a violation of the “Law Against Discrimination,” P.L.1945, c. 169 (C.10:5-1 et seq.), based on the same incident or conduct. In any instance where an aggrieved party files a complaint or action with the Division on Civil Rights or in the Superior Court of New Jersey alleging a violation of the “Law Against Discrimination” based on the same incident or conduct for which a civil penalty has been imposed pursuant to subsection a. of this section, the Division on Civil Rights or Superior Court of New Jersey, as the case may be, shall make a de novo ruling and any adjudication by the municipal court shall not constitute res judicata for the complaint or action filed with the Division on Civil Rights or in the Superior Court of New Jersey.
 
c. The penalties assessed under this section shall be payable to the State Treasurer and shall be appropriated to the Department of Law and Public Safety to fund educational programs for law enforcement officers on the right of a person with a disability to have a service or guide dog in a place of public accommodation.
 
d. The Attorney General shall establish a public awareness campaign to inform the public about the provisions of this act.
 
Credits
L.2017, c. 169, § 1, eff. Oct. 1, 2017.



Title 48. Public Utilities. Chapter 3. Public Utilities in General. Article 6. General Provisions.
[bookmark: s48_3_33]48:3-33. Seeing-eye dogs, hearing ear dogs, and service dogs; authorization to accompany certain persons on buses or other public utilities.
Any person who is blind or deaf-blind, accompanied by a dog, known and described as a “seeing-eye dog,” any person who is deaf or hard of hearing, accompanied by a dog, known and described as a “hearing ear dog,” any person with a disability, accompanied by a dog, known and described as a “service dog,” or any person who is blind or deaf-blind, deaf or hard of hearing, or with a disability accompanied by a service dog trained by a recognized training agency or school, when riding on any bus or other public utility, as defined in R.S. 48:2-13, engaged in transportation of passengers, may keep such animal in his or her immediate custody. The Board of Public Utilities shall prescribe rules and regulations concerning such custody.
CREDITS
Amended by L.1980, c. 46, § 2, eff. June 26, 1980; L.1983, c. 485, § 1, eff. Jan. 17, 1984; L.2017, c. 131, § 184, eff. July 21, 2017.
 


Title 18A. Education. Subtitle 6. Conduct of Schools. Part 4. Special Schools, Classes and Facilities. Chapter 46. Classes and Facilities for Handicapped Children. Article 4. Classification of Handicapped Children; Facilities and Programs.
 
[bookmark: s18A_46_13_2]18A:46-13.2. Legislative findings and declarations; use of service animals

The Legislature finds and declares that: service animals have a long history of performing crucial tasks and fulfilling a significant role in the daily activities of many people with physical disabilities; in addition to their traditional roles, service animals can be trained to be a calming influence and provide a connection to the familiar in unfamiliar surroundings for students with autism or other developmental disabilities; under the federal Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, service animals are permitted in schools, other public areas, and places of public accommodation; allowing a student with autism or other disability to bring a service animal to class and on school grounds will enhance the learning process and help the student reach his full academic potential.

Credits
L.2011, c. 156, § 1, eff. Jan. 5, 2012.


18A:46-13.3. Service or guide dogs permitted for certain students; administrative requirements
 
a. A student with a disability, including autism, shall be permitted access for a service animal in school buildings, including the classroom, on school buses, and on school grounds.
 
b. A school official may inquire as to whether the service animal is required due to a disability and what task or work the service animal has been trained to perform, unless the student's disability and the work or task that the service animal will perform are readily apparent. A school official may require: (1) certification from a veterinarian that the service animal is properly vaccinated and does not have a contagious disease that may harm students or staff; and (2) documentation that any license required by the municipality in which the student resides has been obtained for the service animal.
 
c. The service animal shall be under a handler's control at all times by use of a leash, tether, voice control, signal, or other suitable means. The school shall not be responsible or liable for the care or supervision of the service animal. The school shall provide reasonable accommodations to allow the handler to provide for the care and feeding of the service animal while on school grounds or at a school function.
 
Credits
L.2011, c. 156, § 2, eff. Jan. 5, 2012. Amended by L.2015, c. 29, § 1, eff. March 23, 2015.


36:2-213. Assistance Animal Recognition Day

Wednesday of the second week of August each year is designated “Assistance Animal Recognition Day” in the State of New Jersey in order to highlight the important role that assistance animals play in the lives of persons with disabilities and to promote awareness of the rights of persons with disabilities and their assistance animals.
Credits
L.2013, J.R. No. 10, § 1, eff. Aug. 9, 2013.



39:4-37.1. Blind persons; right of way
Any blind person using as a guide a walking cane, predominantly white or metallic in color or any blind person using as a guide a seeing-eye dog or other dog trained as a guide for the blind, equipped with a rigid "U"-shaped harness such as customarily used on dog guides or any guide dog instructor engaged in instructing a guide dog shall have the right-of-way in crossing any highway or any intersection thereof, and all drivers of vehicles shall yield the right-of-way to such blind person or guide dog instructor engaged in instructing a guide dog although traffic on said highway or intersection thereof is controlled by traffic signals, anything in the motor vehicle and traffic laws of this State to the contrary notwithstanding. The failure of a blind person or guide dog instructor to comply with the provisions of this act shall not give rise to a conclusive presumption of contributory negligence by such person. The provisions of this section shall not apply where traffic is specially directed by a traffic or police officer.
CREDIT(S)
L.1939, c. 274, p. 696, § 1. Amended by L.1946, c. 208, p. 805, § 1; L.1971, c. 81, § 1, eff. April 8, 1971; L.1999, c. 264, § 2, eff. Oct. 26, 1999.



Appendix A. Emergency and Temporary Acts. Chapter 9. National Defense. Article 6. Emergency Powers of Governor.
[bookmark: app]App. A:9-43.2. Written emergency operations plan of each county and municipality; development and adoption; periodic evaluation
Each county and municipality in the State shall prepare a written Emergency Operations Plan with all appropriate annexes necessary to implement the plan. The development of all plans shall be coordinated with the Emergency Operations Plans of the State, county and neighboring municipalities to ensure a regional coordinated response and the efficient use of resources.
a. These plans shall include, but not be limited to, provisions which shall be developed in consultation with:
(1) the Department of Agriculture, to support the needs of animals and individuals with an animal under their care, including domestic livestock, a domesticated animal, or a service animal, in a major disaster or emergency; and
(2) the Department of Health and Senior Services to evaluate the evacuation procedures of hospitals and other health care facilities located in each county and municipality, alternative sources of care for evacuated patients, and proposed sites of temporary shelter in the event of an emergency.
b. Each plan shall include provisions that specifically address the need for the safe and timely evacuation of the families and dependents of the emergency responders rendering major disaster or emergency services.
c. Each Emergency Operations Plan shall be adopted no later than one year after the State Emergency Planning Guidelines have been adopted by the State Office of Emergency Management and shall be evaluated at such subsequent scheduled review of the State Emergency Operations Plan.
Credits
L.1989, c. 222, § 19, eff. Dec. 29, 1989. Amended by L.2006, c. 92, § 2, eff. Dec. 1, 2006; L.2011, c. 178, § 9, eff. Feb. 1, 2013.


2C:29-3.2. Service animals or guide dogs; reckless killing or interference with use; degree of crime; restitution
a. Any person who recklessly kills a service animal or guide dog, or who recklessly permits a dog that the person owns or over which the person has immediate control, to injure or kill a service animal or guide dog, is guilty of a crime of the fourth degree.
b. Any person who recklessly injures a service animal or guide dog, or recklessly permits a dog that the person owns or over which the person has immediate control, to injure a service animal or guide dog, is guilty of a disorderly persons offense.
c. Any person who recklessly interferes with the use of a service animal or guide dog, or who recklessly permits a dog that the person owns or over which that person has immediate control, to interfere with a service animal or guide dog, by obstructing, intimidating, or otherwise jeopardizing the safety of that service animal or guide dog or its handler, is guilty of a petty disorderly persons offense.
d. A person who is convicted of a violation of this section, in addition to any other penalty, shall make full restitution for all damages that arise out of or are related to the offense, including incidental and consequential damages incurred by the handler of the service animal or guide dog. Restitution under this section shall include, but not be limited to:
(1) the value of the service animal or guide dog;
(2) replacement and training or retraining expenses for the service animal or guide dog and the handler;
(3) veterinary and other medical and boarding expenses for the service animal or guide dog;
(4) medical expenses for the handler; and
(5) lost wages or income incurred by the handler during any period that the handler is without the services of the service animal or guide dog.
e. As used in this section:
“Guide dog” shall mean a dog which has been or is being raised or trained to provide assistance to a blind or deaf person, including but not limited to a dog that has been or is being raised or trained by a volunteer puppy raiser or staff member of an organization generally recognized as being involved in the rehabilitation of the blind or deaf and reputable and competent to provide dogs with specialized training.
“Service animal” shall have the same meaning as set forth in the federal “Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990” (42 U.S.C. s.12101 et seq.) and any regulations under the act.
Credits
L.2013, c. 205, § 1, eff. Jan. 17, 2014.


Title 27. Highways. Subtitle 8. Public Transportation. Chapter 25. New Jersey Public Transportation Act of 1979. A. Public Transportation Act of 1979
[bookmark: s27_25_5b]27:25-5b. Guide or service dogs on buses, trains, or other forms of transportation
Any person with a disability accompanied by a guide or service dog or any guide or service dog trainer accompanied by a guide or service dog, when riding on any bus, train, or other form of transportation operated by or under contract to the New Jersey Transit Corporation, may keep such dog, appropriately controlled, in the person's immediate custody. The corporation shall not deny to any person use of, or entry to, any vehicle used for public transportation services or any vehicle used for providing transportation to persons with a disability or to guide or service dog trainers because the person is accompanied by a guide or service dog, provided that the guide or service dog is appropriately controlled. As used in this section, the terms “disability,” “guide dog,” “guide or service dog trainer,” and “service dog” shall have the same meaning as set forth in section 5 of P.L.1945, c. 169 (C.10:5-5).
Credits
L.2016, c. 25, § 1, eff. Aug. 18, 2016.

